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Abstract:
Overcurrent relays are the main protective devices in a distribution system. These relays perform

their task according to the current amplitude of the distribution system feeder. If the current
amplitude exceeds a predefined threshold, the relay will send a trip command the respective
breaker. The problem is that, the current amplitude does not highly increase for a high impedance
fault (HIF). Therefore, these faults are not identified by the ordinary protective devices. A new
intelligent algorithm is proposed in this paper to identify the HIF in distribution systems. S
transform is a powerful time-frequency analyzing technique which is able to extract all time and
frequency information of a signal. After a close analysis on the S transform (ST) and its output
specifications, all amplitude and phase information of the input signal in both time and frequency
domains are extracted. ST output information is extracted by some curves. Then, to quantify the ST
output information, four numerical indices named as total harmonic distortion (THD), even
harmonic energy (EHE), variation coefficient (VC) and phase difference (PD) are extracted from
the ST output curves. Each of the indices represents one of the amplitude or phase information of
the signal in time and frequency domains. To identify the numerical indices related to the high
impedance faults from other distribution system events, the indices are used as the inputs of the
fuzzy system. Using fuzzy system and its inputs, the HIF is identified from other distribution
systems such as the normal situation, load switching, capacitor switching and transformer inrush
current. In the proposed algorithm, phase deviation before and after the event is used for the first
time and using this parameter, the algorithm implementation time is reduced to 0.02 seconds.
Simulation results show that in a 30dB noisy environment, the accuracy of the proposed algorithm
is higher than 98.5%. Test signals are extracted from a real 20kV network simulated in PSCAD
software. Results of testing the proposed algorithm show its superior performance in real
distribution systems. Having high speed and low computational burden of the proposed algorithm,
make it a good choice for applying on the real protective relays.
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L. High impedance fault

2, Total harmonic distortion
3. Even harmonic energy
4. Variation coefficient
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Even harmonic energy
Variation coefficient
Short time Fourier transform
Wavelet transform

Smart meter

S transform

. Teager energy operator
10. Support vector machine
11. Mathematical morphology
12. Phase difference
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